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The whole of Maindee Primary school has played a part in
fostering a deeper understanding of food origivs, sustaiability
avd ewviroumental responsivility among students. Through the
development of Big) Bocs Bwyd teachers are beaiuming +o
ntegrate food education into their planmiing ensuring that all
year groups actively engage in planting, growing and learving
about the role that insects and other creatures play in this
process. The learnivg across the school is plavned to show
progression of skills v the natural environment.

A sigvificant achievement has been the development of the
school allotment. WMembers of the Eco Team have played a big
role n this as part of their classwork. The space has undergone
big chavges over the last year and vow serves as a hands-ow
learving ewvironment where pupils have beewn growivg fruit,
vegetables avd herbs. The allotment vot only enhances the
pupils understanding of food production but also instills a sense
of respousibility and teamwork.

Waindee Frimary is
buzzing with +he joy of
growing! Through our
whole-school inguiry €a+t,
Live, Grow, children are
learning how +o plant,
narture, and care for food
in our school gardens.”
Miss Delmam

When we get +o taste it,
it makes me feel happy
and proud because we
grew it.” Joy

All year aroups have begun to use Big Bocs Bwyd as a starting
point for their plawing, ntegrating the growing of food and
learnivg about the wildlife that aids the process of food
production through our whole school inguiry Eat, Live, Grow.

The allotment is ot the ouly area that has beew developed,
larae flower beds outside upper phase classrooms have been
tleared and vow cowtain an array of vegetables, the upper phase
courtyard has large plantivg areas and a regeveration of the
pond has beaun with vear ¢ doing the work for it. Lower phase
have also been busy with the years 1 and 2 courtyard havivg
growing spaces as well as Nursery and Reception.
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Big Bocs Bwyd, or Big Bocs Maivdee as we
like to call i+, has established links with
the community and promotes food
accessibility The and sustainabilify. As
our food education project moves forward
the produce we grow will be sold v our
commumity shop reinforcing the importance
of buying locally and hopefully reducing food
waste.

To further enhauce food education the
school is in the process of introducing
chickens, This wmitiative will allow pupils to
learn abont animal care and e production
and those in year 3 and 4 +o pass on their
knowledae as they learn how to look after
them.. The eggs will be nsed within school
cooking projects.
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The Eco Team have recoguised that food waste

is an issue, particularly at luwchtime. They
have been movitoring the food waste produced
durivgy upper phase lunchtime over a period of 3
weeks each fime a new wmewn is v place, they
have dove this to gain an understavding of
when food waste is at i+s worst. They have
been measuring how mawy bags of cooked food
each day are being wasted.

We have discussed how we could raise
awareness across the school and they came up
with an idea to make posters highlighting the
food waste and encouraging all pupils +o clear
their plates. As part of their focus to find ount
which foods were the most and least popular
they created a questiowaire for all classes to
complete. On awnalysis they found that 7677 of
childrewn liked beef burger but only 24 liked
beef pasta bologuese, 0% of pupils liked roast
chicken compared +o 12.5%% roast pork and
25% roast beef. From these results the Eco
team have drafted a letter to the schools
cotering company asking for suggestions on how
i+ can be improved with the possibility to include
more culturally appropriate foods.

Our vext steps will be to cousult with the
cotering  company with an aim +o provide
workshops for pupils and parents particularly
with the Healthy eating in schools consultation
takivg place over the next few mowths. They
will visit each class to explain how importaut i+
Is to eat the meals being provided both for the
children and the environment.
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